
ROBERT D. SHUSTER 

 

Birthdate:      February 22, 1954; Troy, New York 

 

Education: 1976  B.S.   (Geology/Chemistry) St. Lawrence University, Canton, New York 

  1978  M.S.  (Geology) University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 

 Masters Thesis:Chemistry and petrography of caldera-related ash flows, St. Francois  

 Mountains, Missouri:  Grassy Mountain Ignimbrite and Taum Sauk Rhyolite. 

  1985  Ph.D. (Geology) University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 

  Doctoral Dissertation: Geochemical and isotopic evidence for the petrogenesis of the  

   northeastern Idaho batholith, Bitterroot Range, Montana and Idaho. 

 

Experience: 2012 ± 2019   Chair, Department of Geography/Geology, UNO 

 

1993 - present Associate Professor; Department of Geography/Geology,                             

   University of Nebraska-Omaha, Omaha, NE 68182-0199     

(402) 554-2457                   rshuster@unomaha.edu 

 

  1987-93    Assistant Professor; Department of Geography/Geology,                             

    University of Nebraska-Omaha, Omaha, NE 68182-0199     

       

  1983-87           Post Doctoral Associate/Instructor; Department of Geology,                            

    University of  Florida,  Gainesville, FL 32611 

 

  1976-83           Teaching and Research Assistant;  Department of Geology,   

    University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas  66045 

 

Honors: University of Nebraska-Omaha: Appointed Graduate Faculty Member 

       2000 - Alumni Outstanding Teaching Award  

 

Service: University of Nebraska-Omaha:  Chair of the Department ± 7/12 ± 7/19 

Undergraduate advisor;  

                                                                              Geol Soc. America campus representative; 

                                                                              Faculty advisor to Geology Club; 

       Acting Chair of the Department: 5/96-1/97   

       University Strategic Planning Committee 

       'HDQ¶V�$GYLVRU\�&RPPLWWHH�± 2006 - 2009 

       University Athletic Committee ± 2007-2010 

       Thompson Learning Community Steering Committee 

       Arts & Sciences Dean search committee -2008 

       University General Education committee ± 2010 

       STEM Leadership Team ± 2012 - 

                                                                             

Nebraska Geological Society: Member-At-Large - 1989-1990; Vice President - 

1990-1991; President - 1991-1992 

 

  Council on Undergraduate Research: Geology Council Councilor: 1991-2006; present 

                                                  Constitution Committee: 1992-2006 

                         Chair - 1993-1995; 1997; 2003 

 



  Geol. Society of America: Committee on Research Grants:  2003-2006, 2014-2017 

 

Program Reviews: 1998 Eastern Illinois University  Dept. Geology & Geography 

   1999 Bloomsburg (PA) University  Dept. Geography & Earth Sciences 

   2006 Adelphi University Environmental Studies Program 

   2008 Eastern Illinois University Dept. Geology & Geography 

 

 

Grants: University Committee on Research - Summer Fellowship, 1988 - $5,000 

  Continental Growth in the Mid-Continent of North America 

            University Committee on Research - Travel Grant, 1988 - $244 

  Travel Support to Conduct Isotopic Analyses at the University of Florida 

            University Committee on Research - Equipment Grant,  1989 - $800 

  Equipment to start a “Clean” Geochemistry Laboratory 

University Committee for Improvement of Instruction - Equipment Grant, 1989 - $210 

  Purchase of software to help teach about Plate Tectonics to undergraduates 

 National Science Foundation - Petrogenesis Division - 1990-1993 - $30,000 

  The Granite-Rhyolite Province:  An Example of Middle Proterozoic Crustal   

  Growth and Evolution 

 University Committee on Research - Summer Fellowship, 1993 - $5,400 

  Isotopic Analysis of Ocean Floor Basalts from the Siqueiros Transform Fault 

 University Committee for the Advancement of Teaching, 1993 - $1,150 

  Environmental Geology Laboratory Undergraduate Teaching/Research Assistants 

 University Committee for the Advancement of Teaching, 1997 - $1,175 

  Purchase of a Digital Camera for the Department of Geography and Geology 

 National Science Foundation - Improvement of Lab. Instruction, 1997-1999 - $48,870 

  Geology X-ray Diffraction Laboratory 

 University Committee on Research - Summer Travel Grant, 2001 - $6,330  with H.D. Maher, Jr. 

  Preliminary Investigation of the High Arctic Large Igneous Province in Svalbard 

 The Petroleum Research Fund, 2001-2003 - $29,925  with H.D. Maher, Jr. 

  Sedimentologic & Geochemical Signature of the High Arctic Large Igneous   

  Province in Svalbard, Norway 

 University Committee on Research - Summer Travel Grant,, 2003 - $5,030  with H.D. Maher, Jr. 

  Iron ooid horizons, storm beds, glendonites and sand body architecture in the   

  Carolinefjellet Fm., Advendalen, Spitsbergen 

 National Science Foundation ± Course Curriculum and Laboratory Improvement, 2004 - $99,916 

  with D. Richter-Egger, J. Hagen, F. Laqueur, and N. Grandgenett 

  Improving Student Learning and Attitudes in Chemistry Through Early Undergraduate, 

  Interdisciplinary Research using ICP-MS 

 Institute for Global Environmental Strategies ± 2007 ± 2009 - $39,988  with N. Grandgenett 

  ESSEA Coursework in Nebraska:  Building Upon Excellence and Interest 

 Incorporated Research Institutions for Seismology ± 2008 - $60,200 with H.D. Maher, Jr. 

  Technology Assistance with Implementation and Operation of Transportable Array  

  Element of USArray and EarthScope 

 NASA Nebraska Space Grant ± 2009 - $7,500  with N. Grandgenett 

  NASA Earth System Science Class Involvement 

 The Petroleum Research Fund, 2009-2012 - $65,000 with H.D. Maher, Jr. 

Shallow Fracture Formation and Fluid Mobilization During Diagenetically Driven 

Deformation:  the Tertiary Badlands Chalcedony Vein Systems of South Dakota and 

Nebraska 



The Nebraska Research Initiative, 2009 ± 2010 - $129,976  with C. Mitchell, J. Rech, N. 

Grandgenett, D. Richter-Egger, G. Elder, S. McGlammery   NU-Teach 

 NASA Nebraska Space Grant ± 2009 - $10,000  with N. Grandgenett 

  Online Curriculum Modules for Teacher Education 

 NASA Nebraska Space Grant ± 2010 - $10,000 with N. Grandgenett and N. Topp 

  Integration of iPad Technology into STEM Education Coursework 

 The Nebraska Research Initiative ± 2012 ± 2014 - $99,922 

  with N. Grandgenett, N. Topp, D. Khazanchi, D. Richter-Egger, and B. Barker 

  Project Matters 

 The Sherwood Foundation ± 2015 ± 2019 - $628,208, with Christine Cutucache, Neal 

Grandgenett, William Tapprich, Steve Rodie 

Supporting Research Opportunities for Underprivileged Youth Through Teacher

 Researcher Partnerships 

           TOTAL $1.28 million 

 

 

Professional Affiliations:     Geological Society of America, member 

American Geophysical Union, member        

                    National Association of Geology Teachers, member 

                    Nebraska Geological Society, member and past-President 

                    Council on Undergraduate Research, member and Councilor 

 

Research Interests: Origin of granites;  Evolution of continental crust;  STEM education;  
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