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ASYLUM SEEKERS 

Blindfolded and gagged, with his hands tied behind his back, Jose grimaced as a bat 

struck him again. On his right, an ax moved forward and backwards slowly tracing his neck. 

�³�7�H�O�O���W�K�H���E�R�\���W�R���V�K�X�S���X�S�����0�D�N�H���K�L�P���V�K�X�W���X�S���´���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�Q���\�H�O�O�H�G���D�V���K�H��ripped the duct tape off 

�R�I���-�R�V�H�¶�V���O�L�S�V�����:�L�W�K���W�H�D�U�V���R�I���I�H�D�U���I�D�O�O�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���H�\�H�V�����-�R�V�H�¶�V���W�K�U�H�H-year old son watched as his 

father was tortured by a cartel in Reynosa, Mexico. Earlier that day, Jose and his son had entered 

the United States to seek asylum, but under new policies enforced by the Trump administration, 

the two were sent back to Mexico. Jose was walking down the street hand in hand with his son, 

when a group of men thrusted a hood over his head and forced them into a vehicle (Jordan, 

2019). 

On November 25, 2019 Jose, a 28-year-old Honduras migrant and his son were 

�N�L�G�Q�D�S�S�H�G�����+�R�X�U�V���R�I���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���-�R�V�H�¶�V���Z�L�I�H�����&�L�Q�G�\�����Z�K�R���Z�D�V living in the United States 

and the cartel would occur that evening and for days to follow. She listened over the phone as 

her husband was tortured and her son wept and watched. The New York Times reviewed a chain 

of recorded phone calls and voicemails between Cindy and the cartel. It was clear in the 

recordings that Cindy was desperate to help her family but had little resources to do so. Working 

in a bakery barely paid the bills. With the help of extended family and friends, Cindy was able to 

pull together a ransom of $3,000 (Jordan, 2019). Shortly after, her son and husband were 

released back into the streets of Reynosa, Mexico. Still waiting for the United States decision to 

grant them asylum. 

In the past decade, the number of people fleeing violence and persecution in their native 

countries has grown drastically. These people are desperately seeking a safe place for themselves 

and their families due to race, membership in a particular social group, political affiliation, 

national origin, and/or religious beliefs. For many years, the United States saw the need to aid 
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these individuals by allowing them to seek asylum and find safety within the United States. What 

a relief our great Nation was to those who were fleeing danger. These national values made the 

United States the global leader in aiding refugees with resettlement efforts. In fact, the United 

States used to offer safety to more refugees than every other nation combined. ���³�$�Q���2�Y�H�U�Y�L�H�Z��

�R�I�´��������������.  

Sadly, that statistic has drastically changed. Under the Trump administration, the United 
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�7�K�H���I�D�W�K�H�U���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���W�H�O�O���W�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�U���K�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���N�Qow where to go or what to do. The 

family had no money. The father had heard that many people are kidnapped at the camp they 

were currently staying at, and his fear was evident. Towards the end of their conversation, the 

reporter allowed the father to make a phone call using her cell phone. The father called his sister 

who lived in New Jersey to update her on their request to seek asylum in the United States. This 

father thanked the reporter, and they �S�D�U�W�H�G���Z�D�\�V�����7�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���V�L�V�W�H�U���F�D�O�O�H�G the 

reporter in a panic. The family had been kidnapped and the cartel was demanding a ransom of 

$18,000 which the sister could not manage (Glass, 2019). Events like this are all too common in 

tent camps that have popped up since the Remain in Mexico policy was put into place. Innocent 

people and their families are being kidnapped and held for ransom by dangerous cartel groups. 
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Initially the Migrant Protection Protocol program was blocked by a federal judge, but 

since May the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals overruled and has since allowed the program to 

continue. Fortunately, additional unions, including the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), 

are continuing to press forward and challenge the program (Allyn, 2019). It is alarming that the 

officers who work with asylum seekers on a daily basis show greater concern for migrants than 

the United States government and the government of Mexico. 

It is clear there is a lack of human rights for the migrants who await asylum. Human 

rights are exactly as they sound, they are rights that belong to all people as a benefit of being a 

human being. In 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was decreed by the United 

Nations and created by a group of delegates from diverse cultural backgrounds from all regions 

of the world. This document was a collection of fundamental human rights that all people were 

meant to be protected by. Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states, 

�³�(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���K�D�V���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���V�H�H�N���D�Q�G���W�R���H�Q�M�R�\���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���D�V�\�O�X�P���I�U�R�P���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V��

right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-political crimes 

or from acts contrary to the purposes and �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´ ���³�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O��
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necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, 

�G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����Z�L�G�R�Z�K�R�R�G�����R�O�G���D�J�H���R�U���R�W�K�H�U���O�D�F�N���R�I���O�L�Y�H�O�L�K�R�R�G���L�Q���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���E�H�\�R�Q�G���K�L�V���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�´��

���³�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O���'�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���´���Q���G���������7�K�H��migrants fleeing their home countries due to fear of 

persecution is certainly beyond their control. The complete absence of food, clothing, housing, 

and medical care in these makeshift tent camps is astonishing. Men, women, and children are 



ASYLUM SEEKERS 



ASYLUM SEEKERS 

Bibliography 

 

Aguilar, J. (2019, December 5). Report: Crimes against migrants waiting in Mexico to seek U.S. 

asylum continue to climb. Retrieved from https://www.texastribune.org/2019/12/05/report-

crimes-against-migrants-waiting-mexico-continue-climb/. 

 

Allyn, B. (2019, June 27). Asylum Officers: Trump's 'Remain In Mexico' Policy Is Against 

'Moral Fabric' Of U.S. Retrieved from https://www.npr.org/2019/06/27/736461700/asylum-

officers-trumps-remain-in-mexico-policy-is-against-moral-fabric-of-u-s 

 

An Overview of U.S. Refugee Law and Policy. (2020, January 8). Retrieved from 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/overview-us-refugee-law-and-policy. 

 

�*�O�D�V�V�����,�U�D�����K�R�V�W�����³�7�K�H���2�X�W���&�U�R�Z�G���´��This American Life, episode 688, 2019. 

https://www.thisamericanlife.org/688/the-out-crowd 

 

Jordan, M. (2019, December 21). 'I'm Kidnapped': A Father's Nightmare on the Border. 

Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/21/us/border-migrants-kidnapping-

mexico.html 

 

Mishori, R., & Hampton, K. (2020, January 8). The worst immigration policy you've never heard 

of. Retrieved from https://thehill.com/opinion/immigration/477329-migrant-protection-

protocols-the-worst-immigration-policy-youve-never. 

 



�$�Q���$�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W���$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���7�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P��

�5�\�D�Q���0�H�O�F�K�H�U��

��

�+�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���K�D�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�L�P�H�����2�X�U���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V��

�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���P�H�W���Z�L�W�K���H�T�X�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�����0�D�Q�\���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V���K�D�Y�H���S�X�V�K�H�G���W�K�H��

�H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H���R�I���E�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�V�W�U�D�L�Q�W�V�����P�R�U�H���V�R���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�W�W�H�U�P�H�Q�W���R�I���P�D�Q�N�L�Q�G�����-�X�O�L�D�Q���+�X�[�O�H�\����

�E�U�R�W�K�H�U���R�I���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�H�U���D�Q�G���Z�U�L�W�H�U���$�O�G�R�X�V���+�X�[�O�H�\�����Z�D�V���G�H�H�S���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H�V�H���Q�H�Z���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����7�K�H��

�W�H�U�P���µ�W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P�¶���Z�D�V���F�R�L�Q�H�G���E�\���-�X�O�L�D�Q�����Z�K�R���V�W�D�W�H�G���µ���,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�Q���W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P�����R�Q�F�H��

�W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���F�D�Q���W�U�X�O�\���V�D�\���W�K�D�W�����W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�Q���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�V�K�R�O�G���R�I���D��

�Q�H�Z���N�L�Q�G���R�I���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�����D�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���R�X�U�V���D�V���R�X�U�V���L�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�D�W���R�I���3�H�N�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�����,�W���Z�L�O�O�����D�W���O�D�V�W����

�E�H���F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�O�\���I�X�O�I�L�O�O�L�Q�J���L�W�V���U�H�D�O���G�H�V�W�L�Q�\���¶�����7�K�H���L�G�H�D�O�V���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P���R�I�I�H�U���P�D�Q�\���J�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V��

�E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V�����2�X�U���E�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���Q�R���P�D�W�F�K���I�R�U���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�����L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���D�O�O��

�W�K�L�Q�J�V���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���K�D�Y�H���L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���R�S�H�Q���X�S���Q�H�Z���K�R�U�L�]�R�Q�V���I�R�U���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�¶�V��

�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�������7�K�H���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���E�H�O�L�H�I�V���W�K�D�W���V�K�L�Q�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���+�X�[�O�H�\���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�W�V���F�H�Q�W�H�U��

�D�U�R�X�Q�G���D���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���U�L�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���R�I���G�L�V�H�D�V�H���D�Q�G���Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V�����,�W�¶�V���K�D�U�G���W�R���G�L�V�D�J�U�H�H�����D�V���W�K�H�V�H��

�V�K�R�U�W�F�R�P�L�Q�J�V���Z�H���I�D�F�H���W�R�G�D�\���D�U�H���L�V�V�X�H�V���Z�H�¶�Y�H���I�D�F�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���L�G�H�D�O�V���V�H�H�Q��

�L�Q���W�K�L�V���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\�����D�O�O���F�D�Q���E�H���K�H�D�O�H�G����

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���H�Y�H�U���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H�Q�¶�W���D�V���W�K�H�\���P�D�\���S�O�D�\���R�Q���S�D�S�H�U���D�U�H��

�F�R�P�L�Q�J���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�����7�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V���J�U�H�Z���I�U�R�P���G�L�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�����R�I�W�H�Q���D�U�J�X�H�G���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H��

�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�����2�Q�H���P�D�M�R�U���D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W���R�I�I�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�Q�D�W�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���I�U�R�P���P�R�G�L�I�\�L�Q�J���R�X�U���J�L�Y�H�Q��

�K�X�P�D�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����$���N�H�\���D�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���G�H�E�D�W�H���D�U�L�V�H�V���I�U�R�P���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U���E�D�E�L�H�V�����3�R�U�W�U�D�\�H�G���L�Q���$�O�G�R�X�V��

�+�X�[�O�H�\�¶�V���P�R�V�W���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���Q�R�Y�H�O�����W�K�H���L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���V�X�F�K���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���V�W�U�D�\���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��



�µ�*�R�G���J�L�Y�H�Q�¶���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���P�R�V�W���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�V���S�R�L�Q�W���W�R���I�R�U���R�X�U���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F�V�����-�R�H�O���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q����

�Z�U�L�W�H�U���D�Q�G���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�����V�W�D�W�H�V���L�W�¶�V���W�K�L�V���Q�H�H�G���W�R���µ�P�D�V�W�H�U���W�K�H���P�\�V�W�H�U�\���R�I���E�L�U�W�K�¶���Z�K�L�F�K���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�V���W�K�H��

�E�R�Q�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D���S�D�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���F�K�L�O�G����

�7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���L�W�¶�V���W�K�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���S�U�L�F�H�����W�K�H���R�Q�H���R�I���P�R�Q�H�W�D�U�\���Y�D�O�X�H����

�W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���N�H�H�S���W�K�L�V���D�W���E�D�\�����V�W�D�W�L�Q�J�����µ�7�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���K�L�J�K���F�R�V�W�����D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����U�L�V�N���D�Q�G���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\��

�D�E�R�X�W���O�L�I�H���H�[�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�U�D�S�L�H�V���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���F�X�U�W�D�L�O���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�K�R���Z�L�O�O��

�S�X�U�V�X�H���L�W���¶���/�D�W�H�U���J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q�W�R���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���F�R�V�P�H�W�L�F���V�X�U�J�H�U�\�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����E�H�L�Q�J���L�Q���G�H�P�D�Q�G���R�I��

�R�Q�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���F�D�Q���D�I�I�R�U�G���L�W�����,���D�U�J�X�H�����W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���U�L�F�K���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V�����W�K�H��

�H�I�I�H�F�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F�����(�Q�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���D���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�K�H�U�H���G�L�F�W�D�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�R�V�H���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H��

�R�S�W�L�R�Q���W�R���Q�H�Y�H�U���O�H�D�Y�H���R�I�I�L�F�H���V�R���O�R�Q�J���D�V���W�K�H�\���Q�H�Y�H�U���G�L�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���I�U�L�J�K�W�H�Q�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U���W�K�D�W���L�V��

�D�O�U�H�D�G�\���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���Z�R�X�O�G���R�Q�O�\���H�[�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�L�D�W�H�����+�X�[�O�H�\���D�J�U�H�H�V���Z�L�W�K���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H���R�I��

�G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U���E�D�E�L�H�V�����Z�L�W�K���E�R�W�K���E�H�L�Q�J���V�N�H�S�W�L�F�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���K�X�P�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���F�K�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���S�X�U�H���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���V�H�H�Q��

�Z�L�W�K���D���Q�H�Z�E�R�U�Q�����3�X�V�K�L�Q�J���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���L�V���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���W�R���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�¶�V���J�U�R�Z�W�K�����E�X�W���W�K�H���E�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I��

�K�X�P�D�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�U�H���V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���R�I�W�H�Q���D�E�X�V�H�G������

�7�K�H���P�R�V�W���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���W�K�H�V�L�V���W�R���Z�K�D�W���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P���L�V���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���G�D�\��

�K�X�P�D�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P���L�Q�W�R���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���Y�D�V�W�O�\���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q��

�W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���Q�H�Z���I�R�U�P�V���Z�L�O�O���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���E�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���µ�K�X�P�D�Q�V�¶�����+�X�P�D�Q�V���D�U�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��

�W�K�D�Q���D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�L�P�D�O���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���R�U���L�V���U�R�D�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���(�D�U�W�K�����W�K�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���W�K�D�W���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���V�H�O�I���F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V��

�E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���D�Q�G���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���K�D�V���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���W�R���J�U�R�Z���I�D�U�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���Z�L�G�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�Q�\���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V��

�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�U�����6�W�X�G�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���R�I�W�H�Q���S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���(�D�U�W�K�����W�K�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���F�H�O�O�V��

�D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���P�D�L�Q���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H���R�I���D�O�O���O�L�I�H���L�Q���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�H�«���\�H�W���W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q��

�Q�D�W�X�U�H���K�D�G���\�H�W���W�R���E�H���I�X�O�O�\���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G�����7�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���U�D�F�H���K�D�V���\�H�W���W�R���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U���D�O�O���R�I���L�W�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V����



�W�K�H���D�F�W���R�I���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���W�R���K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P���L�V���R�Q�O�\���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���S�U�R�S�H�O���W�K�L�V���V�W�U�L�I�H�����+�X�[�O�H�\���Z�U�R�W�H��

�K�L�V���H�V�V�D�\���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���L�G�H�D�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�G�H�U�Q���G�D�\��

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���W�R�G�D�\�����7�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���E�L�R�P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H��

�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���V�S�D�F�H���K�D�V���R�Q�O�\���O�H�D�G���W�R���P�R�U�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�����+�X�P�D�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�V���R�Q�F�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���E�H���X�Q�V�R�O�Y�D�E�O�H���D�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J���Q�R�W���V�R�����:�L�W�K��

�H�D�F�K���V�W�U�L�G�H���L�Q���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F���S�R�V�H���F�R�P�H�V���D���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J���R�X�W�O�R�R�N���R�Q���W�K�H���S�V�







�$�X�W�K�R�U���6�F�R�W�W���&�H�Q�G�U�R�Z�V�N�L���Z�U�L�W�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�����³�,�Q���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���L�W�¶�V���F�D�O�O�H�G��

�K�R�U�P�H�V�L�V�����W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���W�K�D�W���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���G�R�V�H�V���R�I���D���K�D�U�P�I�X�O���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�H�Q�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�P�V��

�V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U�����K�H�D�O�W�K�L�H�U�����D�Q�G���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���I�R�U���D���E�L�J�J�H�U���G�R�V�H���Q�H�[�W���W�L�P�H���´���8�Q�O�L�N�H���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���R�I���K�R�U�P�H�V�L�V����

�W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P���Z�L�V�K�H�V���W�R���U�L�G���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���I�D�F�W�R�U�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�O�O�R�Z���I�R�U���J�U�R�Z�W�K���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K����

�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���F�O�H�D�U���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���Y�L�F�H�V���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���D���O�L�I�H���R�I���S�X�U�H���O�H�L�V�X�U�H�����7�L�P���2�¶�%�U�L�D�Q���Z�U�L�W�H�V�����³�7�K�R�V�H��

�Z�K�R���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���O�H�L�V�X�U�H���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���P�R�U�H���Z�L�W�K���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q�\���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�I�H���E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���V�X�S�H�U�I�L�F�L�D�O����

�7�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���R�I�W�H�Q���K�D�Y�H���P�R�U�H���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���I�R�R�G�����D�O�F�R�K�R�O���D�Q�G���G�U�X�J���L�V�V�X�H�V���´���7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D��

�V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���J�O�X�W�W�R�Q�\���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H���D�U�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���D���O�R�Q�J���E�U�H�D�N���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���X�V�X�D�O���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�V�����,�Q���D�Q��

�D�J�H���R�I���G�H�I�L�Q�L�Q�J���P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�����P�D�Q�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Y�H���J�D�L�Q�H�G���L�V�V�X�H�V���Z�L�W�K���G�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�Q�[�L�H�W�\����

�0�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H�V���F�D�Q���W�U�L�F�N���R�X�U���E�R�G�L�H�V���W�R���D�O�W�H�U�L�Q�J���F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O���L�P�E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�V���F�D�X�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�V�H���G�L�V�R�U�G�H�U�V����

�D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���I�X�O�O�\���E�H���V�R�O�Y�H�G���X�Q�O�H�V�V���D�UT1�H

��

�

�



�:�R�U�N�V���&�L�W�H�G��

��

�$�Q�W�L�I�U�D�J�L�O�L�W�\�����+�R�Z���G�L�V�R�U�G�H�U���P�D�N�H�V���X�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U�������Q���G���������5�H�W�U�L�H�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P��
�K�W�W�S�������I�R�U�W�X�Q�H���F�R�P�������������������������D�Q�W�L�I�U�D�J�L�O�L�W�\���K�R�Z���G�L�V�R�U�G�H�U���P�D�N�H�V���X�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U����

�%�R�E�U�\�N�����-�H�U�]�\�����$�X�W�K�R�U���������'�L�J�L�W�D�O���'�H�P�H�Q�W�L�D���R�U���W�K�H���(�[�S�O�R�V�L�R�Q���R�I���,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�"�����$�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O��
�,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�����&�R�P�S�X�W�H�U���6�H�W�V���D�Q�G���1�D�W�X�U�D�O���0�D�Q�������0�L�N�O�D�V�]�H�Z�V�N�D�����1�D�W�D�O�L�D���ž�������7�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�R�U��������
������������

�&�R�H�Q�H�Q�����&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�H�U�����$�X�W�K�R�U���������7�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P���L�Q���(�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���7�H�F�K�Q�R�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�V���D���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���I�R�U��
�W�K�H���+�X�P�D�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W������������������

�'�X�P�V�G�D�\�����7�U�D�Y�L�V�����³�7�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P�����7�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�O�R�J�\�����D�Q�G���0�R�G�H�U�Q���%�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
�7�D�[�R�Q�R�P�\���´�����=�\�J�R�Q�����-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I���5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���	���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H�������Y�R�O�������������Q�R�����������6�H�S�W�����������������S�S����
�������±�������������(�%�6�&�2�K�R�V�W�������G�R�L�������������������]�\�J�R����������������

�-�H�Q�V�H�Q�����6�W�H�Y�H�Q���-�����³�7�K�H���5�R�R�W�V���R�I���7�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P���´�����1�R�Y�D���H�W���9�H�W�H�U�D�����(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���(�G�L�W�L�R�Q���������Y�R�O������������
�Q�R�����������$�S�U�����������������S�S�����������±�������������(�%�6�&�2�K�R�V�W������
�V�H�D�U�F�K���H�E�V�F�R�K�R�V�W���F�R�P���O�H�R���O�L�E���X�Q�R�P�D�K�D���H�G�X���O�R�J�L�Q���D�V�S�[�"�G�L�U�H�F�W� �W�U�X�H�	�G�E� �D���K�	�$�1� ��������
���������	�V�L�W�H� �H�K�R�V�W���O�L�Y�H�	�V�F�R�S�H� �V�L�W�H����

�.�D�U�O�L�Q�����$�������.�K�D�Q�����5�������8�Q�]�����5�������8�Q�]�����5�������6�L�P�V�����-�����+�������%�O�D�Q�N�I�R�U�W�����-�������������������8�Q�]�����5�������Q���G���������)�U�D�Q�F�L�V��
�)�X�N�X�\�D�P�D�
�V���O�D�W�H�V�W���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���R�Q���W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P�����5�H�W�U�L�H�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P��
�K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���X�Q�]���F�R�P���J�Q�[�S���I�U�D�Q�F�L�V���I�X�N�X�\�D�P�D���V���O�D�W�H�V�W���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���R�Q���W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P����

�.�R�F�K�����7�R�P�����³�(�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���:�K�R�"���(�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���:�K�D�W�"���(�W�K�L�F�V�����%�L�R�H�W�K�L�F�V�����D�Q�G���7�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P���´��
�-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I���0�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H���	���3�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\�������Y�R�O�������������Q�R�����������'�H�F�����������������S�S�����������±����������
�(�%�6�&�2�K�R�V�W�������G�R�L�������������������M�P�S���M�K�T����������

�7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�����-�R�H�O�����³�7�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P�����+�R�Z���)�D�U���,�V���7�R�R���)�D�U�"�´�����1�H�Z���%�L�R�H�W�K�L�F�V�������Y�R�O�������������Q�R�����������-�X�O�\��
�������������S�S�����������±�������������(�%�6�&�2�K�R�V�W�������G�R�L����������������������������������������������������������������

�³�7�K�H���/�H�L�V�X�U�H�O�\���/�L�I�H���,�V���W�K�H���+�H�D�O�W�K�\���:�D�\���W�R���/�L�Y�H�����:�K�D�W���,�V���:�U�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D���/�L�I�H���R�I���/�H�L�V�X�U�H�"�´��
�)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���F�R�P�����$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G���$�S�U�L�O��������������������
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���I�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���F�R�P���W�R�Z�Q�B�D�Q�G�B�F�R�X�Q�W�\�F�R�O�X�P�Q�V���W�K�H���O�H�L�V�X�U�H�O�\���O�L�I�H���L�V���W�K�H���K�H�D
�O�W�K�\���Z�D�\���W�R���O�L�Y�H���Z�K�D�W���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�B�����H���������H�����F�����������I�������E�E���������G�������G�H�G�����H���K�W�P�O������

�:�K�\���7�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���E�O�L�J�K�W���R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���Z�K�\���L�W���P�X�V�W���E�H���R�S�S�R�V�H�G�������Q���G��������
�5�H�W�U�L�H�Y�H�G��
�K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���S�U�L�Y�D�F�\�V�X�U�J�H�R�Q���R�U�J���E�O�R�J���L�Q�F�L�V�L�R�Q���Z�K�\���W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���E�O�L�J�K�W���R�Q��
�K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���Z�K�\���L�W���P�X�V�W�

��

http://www.unz.com/gnxp/francis-fukuyama-s-latest-article-on-transhumanism/
https://www.fredericksburg.com/town_and_countycolumns/the-leisurely-life-is-the-healthy-way-to-live-what/article_10e1825e-6c62-51f4-8bb5-44d017ded62e.html
https://www.fredericksburg.com/town_and_countycolumns/the-leisurely-life-is-the-healthy-way-to-live-what/article_10e1825e-6c62-51f4-8bb5-44d017ded62e.html
https://www.fredericksburg.com/town_and_countycolumns/the-leisurely-life-is-the-healthy-way-to-live-what/article_10e1825e-6c62-51f4-8bb5-44d017ded62e.html
http://www.privacysurgeon.org/blog/incision/why-transhumanism-will-be-a-blight-on-humanity-and-why-it-must-be-opposed
http://www.privacysurgeon.org/blog/incision/why-transhumanism-will-be-a-blight-on-humanity-and-why-it-must-be-opposed


Jackson Long 

Omaha North 

Right to Move 

 The fact of the matter is quite simple: there is systemic discrimination in urban planning.  

It is not a rarity, nor is it invisible.  Rather, it sits quietly atop the streets of the American city, 

hiding in plain sight.  Within the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – a self-proclaimed 

“yardstick by which we measure right and wrong” – all humans are declared to be born with “the 

right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each State.”  There is a right 

more integral, though, and that is the right to move in general, to have the same access to the 

wonders of their resident city as their peers.  The truth is, even in a prosperous city in a 

prosperous nation, 



while walking, and they are effectively disabled by communities that mandate cars for getting 

around.”  While there are still options for the visually impaired, their implementation is often 

sloppy.  Though generally overlooked, the brightly colored, dotted patterns on sidewalks near 

intersections are a common example of these options.  Those patterns are part of a system called 

tactile paving, which aims to warn those with visual impairments when they are about to 

encounter a hazard.  In this case, the hazard is an intersection.  Not only are these scarcely 

distributed, they commonly fail to serve another crucial purpose: to point people in the right 

direction.  The dots, called blisters, on these portions of the sidewalk, should be arranged in rows 

that point directly to the destination on the other side of the street.  This way, someone using a 

white cane knows the direction they need to walk to make a safe crossing.  However, in many 

places, these blisters are arbitrarily rotated, potentially causing an unsuspecting pedestrian to find 

themselves in the center of a busy intersection.  Inconsistencies like these make the whole system 

useless.  If you can’t trust some of them, you can’t trust any of them. 

 Curb cuts, or the ramps cut into the curb between the sidewalk and the street, are another 

common accessibility feature that we take for granted.  They’re a welcome addition to the 

sidewalk when carrying heavy objects or pushing a stroller, but for those in wheelchairs, they’re 

a necessity.  This phenomenon is known as the curb cut effect, the idea that technology designed 

for the margins of society can help everybody. 

 Ed Roberts contracted polio at age fourteen, relying on an iron lung to stay alive.  He was 

paralyzed below the neck, only able to move two fingers on his left hand.  In 1962, he was turned 

down from U.C. Berkeley, not for academic reasons, but because they weren’t sure where they 

could fit an iron lung.  Eventually, they decided to repurpose a patient room at the campus 

hospital, and Roberts was finally accepted.  His story began making headlines, inspiring more 

paralyzed students to apply to Berkeley.  Before long, his campus hospital became the 

headquarters for a group of organizers called the Rolling Quads, whose purpose was to advocate 

for the idea that people with disabilities had civil rights.  Luckily, by the time Roberts was in 

graduate school, disabled students could zip around in power chairs, a technology that was 

recently invented to assist wounded veterans.  These gave students the freedom to leave their 

wheelchair attendant behind, but they still had to deal with curbs. 





 There is a far more severe objection to walkability, and that’s the question of 

gentrification.  It is true that walkability drives up the property values in neighborhoods, so many 
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virus, meaning that one is facing progressive failure of their immune system allowing life-

threatening infections and cancers to take over (“HIV/AIDS” ). Once known, borders became 
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publication of ICD-10 in 1992, although ICD-10 still carries the construct of "ego-dystonic 

sexual orientation" (Burton). In this condition, the person is not in doubt about his or her sexual 

preference, but "wishes it were different because of associated psychological and behavioral 

disorders"(Burton). 

As seen more recently, people who identify as transgender or non-binary are being killed. 

At least 22 transgender and gender non-conforming people have been murdered in the U.S. in 

2019 (Vagianos). I say at least because sadly too often many of these stories go unreported, or 

misreported. Yet no major media outlets have reported any of these incidents to notify the world 

(King). The HRC (Human Rights Campaign) has been tracking reports such as these for the past 

several years. The majority of victims were people of color as well. Given the more recent 

awareness of intersectionality, this issue is not just about gender but also race.  

LGBTQIA+ rights in the U.S. have evolved over time and vary on a state-by-state basis. 

Family, marriage, and anti-discrimination laws vary by state. It was not until 2003 that in the 

U.S. sexual acts between people of the same sex became legal nationwide, following the U.S. 

Supreme Court ruling in Lawrence v. Texas (“Non-Discrimination Laws”). In Nebraska, 

currently there is no law that explicitly prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation or 

gender identity in state law. No employment non-discrimination law covering sexual orientation 

or gender identity, through federal law offers some protection (“Non-Discrimination Laws”). 

Personally, living here and identifying as a member of the LGBTQIA+ community, it is very 

displeasing to say that the place where I live does not offer any law to protect myself from 

discrimination.  

 I myself identify as a member of the LGBTQIA+ community. Growing up I was 

constantly the odd on
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the stereotype that my gender was “supposed” to follow. The way that I acted and behaved was 

different as well. Even my vocal intonation contrasted the stereotypical gender expectation. As a 

young child, no one really cared since one is young and does not know any better. Yet as the 

older one gets, the more they should follow society’s stereotypical gender roles that “men are 

masculine” and “girls are feminine” .  I did not fit that and faced bullying and self-hatred. Going 

to school made me face the truth of how others acted with what they believe to be wrong. Others 

confronted me, asking who I was. Being young and terrified of what the possibilities could be if I 

was honest, I conformed as best I could. I did not specifically know what they were asking and 

what it meant, but any wrong answer resulted in social exclusion and bullying.  

 All that I ask for is a better world for everyone and anyone. As big of a dream that is, I 

know that we cannot accomplish it by wishing and hoping alone. People must take action to 

make this shared LBGTQIA+ community dream become a reality. Slowly growing with each 

day, the fight to advocate for more LGBTQIA+ people strengthens. Obstacles will always exist, 

but obstacles help those facing adversity become stronger and better than who they were.   
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In his presidency, Donald Trump has targeted immigrants from Central America. With 

his proposal to construct a billion-dollar wall 
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migrants in these buildings are still human beings. They deserve the same care as any other 

person, regardless of their immigration status. 

Even more concerning is the United States' treatment of children in these detention 

camps. Children were separated from their families and taken to these facilities. The age ranges 

from infants to thirteen-years old. According to a news article, children were forced to sleep on 

the concrete floor for losing a brush. Children were told to share the comb when there was a lice 

outbreak (Stieb). Sharing combs while there is a lice outbreak will cause the lice to spread. This 

shows the lack of hygiene that is provided in these detention centers. In regard to the flu outbreak 

in some facilities and the death of Carlos Vasquez, the United States Customs and Border Patrol 

is treating these migrants unlawfully. They are not taking responsibility for their wrongdoings. 

Another issue that is happening in these facilities is how children are taking care of other 

children. This exemplifies the lack of care the Border Patrol agents are giving to the children in 

these detention camps. A child should not be facing these types of issues. When these children 
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the facilities were ill mannered towards members of Congress. Cortez talked about the abuse that 

she encountered such as guards telling detainees to drink the water from toilets (Stieb). These 

actions are dehumanizing migrants, which is a violation of human rights. 

No child and no human should be facing the horrors that lie within these detention 

centers. It is cruel to treat these migrants like this. These people are only looking for a better life. 

In a world full of violence and poverty it becomes necessary to seek safety. For many, the United 

States is a place that can provide sanctuary from the violence of drug cartels or gangs. The 

Trump administration is ripping families apart. President Trump’s policies show his lack of 

compassion and prejudice towards Latinos. The mistreatment of people in these detention centers 

must be stopped. It is inhumane for these families to be punished for seeking a better life. The 

dehumanization of these people is against human rights and the United States must prevent these 

malicious actions. 
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 Stewarding the Public Opinion: The Boundaries of Freedom   

 As one can deduce from the young adult novel Divergent, within fictional dystopian worlds it's 

dangerous, even deadly to be radically different. However, many are aware that such concepts 

concerning bravely challenging the status quo are palatable when housed in the clearly fictional. It is 

easy and entertaining to consume such real and potent concepts because audiences are given a decent 

plot and are presented with well-written protagonists that one wants to love and antagonists one wants 

to hate. The story often feels removed from anything immediately concerning the reader. It turns out 

that creating  propaganda and spreading it is quite similar, in the ways of crafting an 

. During and before the 

Civil Rights Movement, most can agree that white supremacist propaganda ran rampant. However, the 

American government and mainstream American society has, and continues to use certain tactics as a 

way of influencing the minds of American citizens to coerce them into following whatever mainstream 

America dictates--which, today is considerably intertwined with white supremacism. 

The Black Panther Party for Self-Defense (BPP) was criminalized because it was dubbed a 

national threat by the FBI. Thus, it would be useful for the American government to convince the 
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pro-Afro image they challenged the status quo about what a self-confident person with power must be, 

a concept that most likely intimidated and unsettled the aforementioned mainstream white majority. 

That same concept posed a considerable threat to the US government's ability to control the collective 

consciousness of minorities because a united, physically, and mentally empowered group of minorities is 

much harder to influence and control than an impoverished and uneducated minority population.  The 

pervading perception of the BPP during the 19�ò�ì�[�•���•�š�]�o�o�����v���µ�Œ���•���š�}�����Ç, and the epitome of such a 

survival of the public opinion of the BPP merged with the progressive movements of the 2000s can be 

exemplified through Beyoncé's Superbowl performance of Formation, with costumes (afros, berets, 

leather jackets, etc.) and notions of black empowerment reminiscent of the Black Panther Party. �^���•��

thousands of African Americans took to social media to praise Beyoncé, they were opposed by white 

���}�v�•���Œ�À���š�]�À���•���Á�Z�}���À���v�š�������š�Z���]�Œ���(�µ�Œ�Ç���}�À���Œ���š�Z�������Œ�š�]�•�š�[�•�������o�����Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����í�õ�ò�ì�•�[���Œ�����]�����o�•�_���~10). Thus, while 

recently there has been a renewed recognition of the validity of an empowered black population in 

America, there has been an equally renewed opposition to such notions. T�Z�����P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�•��influence on 

�‰�µ���o�]�����}�‰�]�v�]�}�v���Z�]�v�P���•���}�v���š�Z�����u�����]���[�•��endorsement of perceptions and portrayals of canonized 

government ideologies.   

Earlier, it was mentioned that the American government �����u�]�š�š�]�v�P���š�}���^abridging first 

���u���v���u���v�š���Œ�]�P�Z�š�•�_���~7) through the tactics of the COINTELPRO program. However, such restrictions on 

freedom of speech continue to pervade society. A prime example being that at Marquette University in 

2015, a group of students (endorsed by the founding director of the Gender and Sexuality Resource 

Center, Susannah Bartlow) painted a mural of Black Panther Assata Shakur, (an alleged murderer) with 

one of her quotes about how the reigning institution will not give you the education necessary to 

�}�À���Œ�š�Z�Œ�}�Á���š�Z���u�U�����v�����š�Z���Ç���Á�]�o�o���v�}�š���š�������Z�������‰���Œ�•�}�v�[�•���š�Œ�µ�����Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�Ç���]�(���š�Z���š���l�v�}�Á�o��dge sets them free (2).  

(She is an alleged murderer because if the US government had a clear bias against Black Panthers and a 

clear agenda to eliminate and incriminate them then there is motive for intervention and injustice 
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unless an individual has the riches and media influence of Beyoncé, they may end up criminalized
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