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I became aware of human trafficking around 
2006 while working at a local non-profit who 
specialized in immigration legal services. I was 
providing direct legal services to immigrant 
victims of intimate partner violence and I 
came across several cases of women who had 
not only experienced family violence, but also 
human trafficking. However, they never used 
that specific verbiage. I also vividly recall a 
situation while traveling in Florida that further 
sparked my curiosity about these crimes. I 
was at an open-air beach restaurant and met a 
young woman who very casually told me how 
she came to Florida from New Zealand as a 
Polynesian dancer but was now being forced 
to work as an exotic dancer and her boss was 
“holding” her passport. She was a bit annoyed 
and a little concerned, but never once did she 
mention trafficking. All I could think about 
were the only three elements of trafficking I 
was aware of: force, fraud, coercion. 

I dedicated the remainder of my graduate work 
to understand human trafficking and ultimately 
completed my master’s thesis on the trafficking 
of foreign-born Latinos in Nebraska. Almost a 
decade later, it is time to revisit the question: 
What does human trafficking look like in 
Nebraska? In 2020, I was privileged to continue 
this work with Dr. Teresa Kulig and Dr. Cristián 
Doña-Reveco. We recently released OLLAS 
Report #15: Human Trafficking and the T Visa 
Process: Insights from Legal Representatives 

-
gration status. In response, the United States 

Congress created a T nonimmigrant status 
(also referred to as a T visa) in October 2000 to 
protect immigrant victims and to strengthen law 
enforcement’s ability to investigate these crimes. 
Although thought to be vital in responding to 
trafficking victimization, limited information 
is known about this process of applying for a 
T visa and the outcomes for those individuals 
who would benefit from their implementation.   

Our study sought to examine the trafficking 
experiences of foreign national victims from 
Latin America by interviewing legal represen-
tatives who assist these individuals in Nebraska. 
These representatives were selected due to 
their intimate knowledge of the T visa process 
and their unique position to identify human 




