
 Immigration Law and Latinos 

University of Nebraska - Omaha 

LLS 2900 

 

Syllabus  

(Subject to change after week 2) 

[Note: All reading assignments can be found on the blackboard organized by class date] 

Instructor: Emiliano Lerda, Esq. 
Phone: 319.504.6729 
E-mail: emiliano.lerda@gmail.com 
Office Hours: By appointment only. 
 

Course Description: 
 
Immigration has always played a very important role in the history of all countries. In the 
United States, immigrants gave birth to the country we know today. Our immigration legal 
system has changed dramatically over the years. This course will provide students with a 
general overview of our current im



PowerPoint presentation to the rest of the class. Students will be graded on the 
presentation and their ability to find reliable and credible sources. This assignment will be 
worth 25 points. 
 
Service-Learning è  Service learning is an experiential, collaborative pedagogical method 
incorporating projects that promote academic learning. These projects are directly linked 
to academic curriculum while meeting the service needs of the community and providing 
collaborative experience between students and nonprofit or government organizations. The 
service learning activities in this class will focus on projects involving understanding 
immigration law and supporting the efforts to assist local nonprofit organizations that 
provide immigration legal assistance and empower residents by educating them about their 
rights and responsibilities. By explor





 
• January 27: Introduction of the Immigration Legal System in the United States 

• Introduction 
• Video of JFON-NE  
• Overview of Class 
• Service Learning Assignment Explained and Questions Answered 
• Exercise: We will discuss immigration issues and perception as a group. Students 

will be divided into groups and assigned one or two immigration issues to 
research and prepare a 20 to 30 minute presentation for a date that will be 
assigned. The presentation and group work will be graded. 

• Reading Assignments: 
◦ 





Preliminary Findings from the National UnDACAmented Research 
Project (Immigration Policy Center, August 2013) 

◦ MPI Updates National and State-Level Estimates of Potential DREAM Act 
Beneficiaries (Migration Policy Institute, December 2010) 

◦ Memorandum From Janet Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland Security 
(U.S. Department of Homeland Security, June 15, 2012) 

◦ USCIS Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (U.S. Citizen and Immigration Services, Updated 
Jan. 18, 2013) 

◦ Who and Where the DREAMers are, Revised Estimates: A Demographic 
Porfile of Immigrations Who Might Benefit from the Obama 
Administration’s Deferred Action Initiative (Immigration Policy Center, 
October 2012) 

◦ Creating Opportunity: The Economic Benefits of Granting Deferred 
Action to Unauthorized Immigrants Brought to the United States as 
Children (Immigration Policy Center, June 22, 2012) 

◦ A Comparison of the DREAM Act and Other Proposals for 
Undocumented Youth (Immigration Policy Center, June 5, 2012) 

 
• March 17: Midterm Exam 

 
• March 24: No Class (Spring Break) 

 
• March 31: Immigration Law and Latino Farmers 

• Reading Assignments:  
◦ Facts About Farmworkers (Immigration Policy Center, May 2009) 
◦ Garcia v. Vilsack: A Policy and Legal Analysis of a USDA Discrimination 

Case (Congressional Research Service, December 17, 2010) 
◦ Garcia v. Vilsack (563 F. 3d 519 – Court of Appeals, Dist. Of Columbia 

Circuit 2009) 
◦ Discrimination Lawsuits (Outreach and Advocacy Division NRCS, 

Washington, D.C.) 
• USDA Discrimination Against Latino Farmers 
• Hispanic Farmers on Borken Ground - NET Video (26 mins.) 
• Garcia Case Video (6 mins.) 
• Presentation: Summary of Discrimination Cases & Garcia Case 
• Discussion: Hispanic Farmers in America - Undocumented Immigrants and 

Farming 
 

• April 7: 



Services) 
◦ Immigration Through the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American 

Relief Act (NACARA) Section 203 (U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services) 

◦ Granting Refuge: Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for Haitians in the 
United States (Immigration Policy Center, January 22, 2010) 

• Expert Guest on Humanitarian Programs 
 

• April 14: Supreme Court Decision on Arizona Case and the Executive Power 
• Reading Assignments:  

◦ A Q&A Guide To State Immigration Laws – What You Need to Know if 




