
 Beginning my AmeriCorps service year during a pandemic was not in any of my plans. In 

January 2020, I was working toward completing my Master’s thesis, and reaching out to current 

AmeriCorps members to ask about their positions and service opportunities. Although I had 

originally envisioned my service year connecting with community partners and educators face-

to-face, the reality of Zoom meetings, webinars, and working from home became familiar to 

many as COVID-19 redirected everyday life. In spite of my service year “pivoting” to adjust to 

the often called “new normal,” my AmeriCorps service through the Campus Compact VISTA 

program has enabled me to build capacity for anti-poverty service learning and helped me put a 

name to my future research and career interests: public administration. Subsequently, I believe 

continuing my education at the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s (UNO) School of Public 

Administration doctoral program is the logical next step because of my research interests, UNO’s 

esteemed public administration faculty, and my career aspirations. 

 A primary research area I am excited to explore in the doctoral program is public policy. 

With a background in communication studies, my previous research emphasized messages. 

Initially, I was fascinated with visual messages, and how pictures and physical objects 

communicated meaning that could be studied through the use of rhetorical theory and criticism. 

It helped me recognize that arguments could be made through actions and images without any 

verbal or written language. From there, my interest in messages expanded to political 

communication, where my mentor, Dr. [redacted], encouraged me to hone my research skills as I 

focused on political identities and hegemony. In studying political and social protest rhetoric, my 

research delved into white supremacy and the systems that enabled it. Then in 2018 when a far-

right company began getting national media attention for its new children’s merchandise, 

“MAGA Building Blocks,” I knew I had discovered my Master’s thesis topic. The product at the 



center of this fleeting media coverage was a building blocks set—similar to LEGO—called 

“Build the Wall,” featuring a President Donald Trump figurine building a grey brick wall on the 

U.S.-Mexico border. The packaging of the toy also depicted a racist caricature of a Latin 

American, with words below the figurine reading, “Illegal immigrant not included.” The 

immigration policies Trump had been advocating for since the announcement of his presidential 

campaign were immortalized in toys advertised for children ages five and older. My thesis 

helped me recognize how policies can drive and influence political identities, causing my 

interests to expand into social policy. As a result, specializing in public policy will help me foster 

my political research interests and grow as a scholar. 

 A secondary research area I am interested to learn more about is nonprofit management. 

Volunteering first sparked my interest in working with nonprofits. I began volunteering in 





The skills and knowledge that are provided through the doctoral program will prepare me 

for a lifelong career in public administration. Specifically, working in higher education or the 

nonprofit sector are my ultimate career goals. My prior experience as a graduate teaching 

assistant helped me realize my passion for working in education, both inside and outside the 

classroom. I enjoyed working with students, gaining their insights, and making specific changes 

based on their input.



Before my service term with AmeriCorps, I had the misperception that in order to be 

prepared for a doctoral program, a student must have prior undergraduate and graduate 

experiences in the same academic discipline. However, I now believe a student with an 

educational background outside the discipline can contribute to the program in unique ways 

through diverse viewpoints and an openness to learn new concepts. In a time when facts are 

labeled “fake news” and uncertainty has become the norm, it can be a great advantage in the field 

of public administration to have knowledgeable people with experience in clear communication 

and public messaging. I not only believe that I have the drive necessary to pursue a career in 

public administration, but I am also convinced that the doctoral program at UNO School of 

Public Administration possesses the quality of support, collaboration, and diversity that can best 

help me fulfill my goals 

 


