
 
 

 

 

 

PURPOSE 
 

 

You are receiving this handout because you are teaching one or more courses that fulfill a general education requirement at UNO. Students do 
not always engage fully in this part of the curriculum and may misunderstand the value and purpose of general education.  Recent evidence to 
support this claim includes a 2016 survey that showed first-year students at UNO reported lower engagement indicator scores than their 
Coalition of Urban and Metropolitan University (CUMU) peers for how their coursework emphasized higher order learning, an important aim of 
general education. Specifically, UNO first-year students provided lower ratings than our CUMU peers for how their coursework emphasized 

 

1. Applying facts, theories, or methods to practical problems or new situations 

2. Analyzing an idea, experience, or line of reasoning 
3. Evaluating a point of view, decision, or information source 
4. Forming a new idea or understanding from various pieces of information 

 
These findings indicate a need to deliberately talk with our students about 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

THE VALUE OF GENERAL EDUCATION 
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https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2017/02/20/billionaire-predicts-liberal-arts-driven-future
http://www.thehoya.com/to-survive-a-5g-future-get-a-liberal-arts-degree/
http://www.inc.com/carmine-gallo/the-one-skill-warren-buffett-says-will-raise-your-value-by-50.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2016/06/21/education-for-a-jobless-future-are-colleges-preparing-students-for-the-workforce/?tid=a_inl&amp;utm_term=.799879bbcdbe
http://www.chronicle.com/article/How-Robots-Will-Save-Liberal/239113
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ryancraig/2017/03/17/the-skills-gap-is-actually-an-awareness-gap-and-its-easier-to-fix/#139217d03ff4
https://www.aacu.org/leap/public-opinion-research
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/02/18/we-dont-need-more-stem-majors-we-need-more-stem-majors-with-liberal-arts-training/?utm_term=.f6d814d9d023
https://www.agb.org/trusteeship/2014/1/liberal-education-vs-professional-education-false-choice
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20161102/news/161109759/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chadorzel/2016/08/02/four-things-you-should-expect-to-get-out-of-college/2/#4c06b7d738e6
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/chuck-cohn/why-you-need-to-take-gen-_b_3720942.html
http://www.chronicle.com/article/How-Colleges-Can-Teach/238891?key=u3dI3dQRSKsxDuUp14YxCatA-fj3uMwecqzBs6xT7hUQ0MZrwCq7wS2gDkUJcV7Nd2s4bllxcGJuYzNCTHdlX1ZtZW9saEJxZ2lyNTdJWU5KcnpGT1VDR1pKbw
http://www.mrt.com/news/education/article/Liberal-arts-education-trains-students-to-learn-9693778.php
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/education/308270-without-the-liberal-arts-and-sciences-americas-foundation
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/amb-alan-d-solomont/whats-your-civic-life-why_b_9695782.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/joseph-urgo/from-general-education-to_b_4194310.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2017/03/10/its-not-just-about-jobs-colleges-must-help-students-find-their-passions/?utm_term=.c1471bc737e6
http://www.ricethresher.org/article/2017/03/distribution-learning-matters
http://www.michigansthumb.com/videos/article/Caseville-teacher-enjoys-interaction-with-students-11010110.php
https://www.questia.com/magazine/1G1-448901361/helping-students-find-their-calling-why-society-needs
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/2016-09-26/3-things-undecided-majors-should-look-for-in-colleges
/general-education/overview/student-learning-outcomes.php
/general-education/assessment/index.php
/general-education/overview/index.php
/general-education/_docs/gen-ed-assessment-guide-2016.pdf
/general-education/overview/faq.php

